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India is on the Global South Highway, this has been a tour by the Prime Minister to the five 
countries that are rich in minerals. 

As India sharpens its focus on securing critical minerals to drive its green energy and indus-
trial ambitions, Prime Minister’s five-nation tour holds profound strategic significance. His 
visits to Ghana, Trinidad & Tobago, Argentina and Namibia — each rich in key mineral and 
energy resources — highlight India’s evolving mineral diplomacy.

Once primarily known for its exports of gold and cocoa, Ghana is increasingly seen as a key 
player in the global lithium supply chain. Globally, Ghana ranks 10th in terms of lithium 
reserves.

Trinidad & Tobago, the largest producer of oil and natural gas in the Caribbean, represents 
a crucial energy partner for India. This country has some of the world’s largest hydrocarbon 
reserves and is  a well-established petroleum industry .

Argentina has the second-largest lithium reserves globally. Argentina is at the centre of the 
Lithium Triangle, alongside Bolivia and Chile. 

Namibia, is the third-largest producer of uranium in the world Namibia is vital to the global 
nuclear energy chain. 

And Brazil had its 17th BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro and undertaking a formal State Visit 
for the Indian Prime Minister, in Brazil.

As the world races toward a resource-based geopolitical order, India’s assertive mineral 
diplomacy, exemplified by Prime Minister Modi’s five-nation tour, signals its intent to be a 
future-ready economy, securing its position in an increasingly competitive global resource 
arena.

Forward
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Please note that articles, maps, information and data are intended for ed-
ucational purposes only and should not be deemed to be or used as legal, 
employment, or business advice. Note that the information and data are 
specific to a period or date. For export import business please check with 
DGFT website for latest updates. For guidance or advice specific to your 
business, product, or country consult with a qualified professional.
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India is the most populated country in the world today. 
About one-fourth of its people are between 15 and 29 
years old, and another one-fourth are children aged 0 to 
14. This young population makes India a great market for 
technology products, especially electronics, since young 
people are the biggest buyers. Because of this, India’s 
electronics industry is growing fast, helped by government 
programs aimed at making India a global leader in this 
field.

India’s Growing Electronics and Smartphone 
Industry

Dipak Sudhir Manohar
( Founder & Director - iiiEM )

Message From Founder & CMD-iiiEM
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In 2023, the Indian government set a target to produce electronics worth 300 billion US 
dollars by 2026. They are focusing a lot on increasing smartphone exports. Thanks to this, 
India has become the second-largest mobile phone manufacturer in the world, with more 
than 200 factories making phones inside the country. As people have more money to spend, 
many international companies see India as a great place to sell their products.

India’s Goal for Electronics Production

Back in 2014-15, India made only 25% of the mobile phones it needed. But over the last ten 
years, smartphone manufacturing has grown a lot. In 2023-24, the production value 
reached about 49 billion US dollars, up from just 3 billion in 2015. This growth happened 
because of government programs like the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme and the 
Make in India initiative. Now, India makes 97% of the phones it uses.

Since 2018-19, India’s phone production has matched its demand. After the PLI scheme 
started in 2020, production increased from 30 billion to 49 billion US dollars by 2023-24. 
Phone exports also grew by 91% in 2022-23 compared to the previous year, making 
smartphones one of India’s top five exported products. In 2023-24, exports rose by another 
42%, reaching 15.6 billion US dollars. India became the sixth-largest mobile phone exporter 
in the world in 2022. This shows how important government support is for this industry.

Growth of Smartphone Manufacturing in India
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1. Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme: Started in April 2020, this program gives 
financial rewards to companies based on how many phones they produce. It encourages 
companies to make more phones in India and invest in local factories. Both Indian and 
foreign brands benefit from this.

2. Phased Manufacturing Programme (PMP): Launched in 2017, this plan uses tariffs (taxes 
on imports) to encourage companies to produce phones locally, helping build a strong 
manufacturing base in India.

3. Make in India: Started in 2014, this initiative has helped increase the number of phones 
made in India. From 2014 to 2022, over 2 billion phones were shipped from India, with 
shipments growing about 23% every year.

4. China+1 Trend: Many companies want to reduce their dependence on China due to 
political and supply chain risks. They are looking for other places to make products, and 
India is a popular choice. While China and Vietnam’s phone exports dropped in 2023-24, 
India’s exports grew by over 40%. India gained nearly half of the export market lost by these 
countries, showing it is becoming a key player in global phone manufacturing.

The government wants India to produce 
electronics worth 300 billion US dollars by 
2025-26. Mobile phones will make up 
about 40% of this. In 2021-22, India’s phone 
exports crossed 5 billion US dollars and 
nearly doubled the next year. In 2023-24, 
exports grew by 42% again. Thanks to the 
PLI scheme, exports have grown much 
faster than before.

India has moved from importing more 
phones than it exports to exporting more 
than it imports. The government’s efforts 
to boost production and exports are 
helping India become a global 
manufacturing hub. This will support 
India’s economy and make it more 
competitive in the world electronics 
market.

Indian Government Programs Drive the Smartphone Manufacturing?

The Future of India’s Electronics Industry

Dipak Sudhir Manohar
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India’s Transformation – From Importer to Global Exporter

India’s export journey has seen a remarkable 
transformation over the past few decades. Once 
heavily reliant on imports for essential goods like 
electronics, defense equipment, processed foods, 
and machinery, India is now emerging as a global 
exporter in these very sectors. 

Over the past decades, India has transitioned from 
being a heavily import-dependent nation to a robust 
exporter of a wide range of goods. Driven by strategic 
policy reforms, industrial growth, and global demand, 
India now proudly exports items that were once 
largely imported.

Driven by initiatives like Make in India, strategic trade policies, and growing global demand, 
this article explores key product categories that have reversed their trade direction — 
showcasing India's rise as a competitive manufacturing and export hub.

We outline key products across sectors that have reversed their trade trajectory.

1. Agricultural and Processed food 

Achievements

From 1947 to 1960, the country relied heavily on food grain imports, especially wheat under 
the PL-480 agreement with the USA. The decade of 1990 saw India as an agri-trade system. 
The next decade from 2000 onwards, India began Export Diversification And then there has 
been no pause, no looking behind, India has been exporting Value added products in sync 
with the Global Demands.

•  #1 exporter of rice, spices, and guargum
•  Among top exporters of tea, coffee, fresh fruits, processed foods, and marine products
•  Known for quality, variety, and competitive pricing in agricultural commodities

Trupti Shah
Foreign Trade Advisor

From the Editor’s Desk
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2. Electronics and Consumer Goods

Achievements

Back in 2014, India was entirely dependent on importing smart phones and its accessories, 
LED TVs and Appliances, IT hardware (Laptops and Servers etc), Electronic Components. 
India lacked ecosystems, technology and semiconductors. 

•  Indian-made electronics were earlier not compliant with CE, FCC, RoHS, or BIS standards.
•  R&D parks, quality testing labs, and certifications. Quality testing facilities, and FTWZs (Free       
Trade Warehousing Zones) for high-value electronics.
•  Cut to 2020, India is exporting about USD 29.12 billion to countries like USA, Netherlands, 
Germany, U.K. and UAE. 
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3. Automobiles and Engineering Goods

Achievements

Till about 1980s India was totally dependent on imports of two-wheelers, Cars (Compact & 
Hatchback), Tractors and Agro-machinery and Auto components.

Maruti, Mahindra, Tata, and Ashok Leyland began exploring export markets.  From 2000 
onwards India’s export took off in a major way. 

Post-1991 economic reforms opened up the sector to foreign collaboration and exports.

•  Two-wheelers (Bajaj, TVS) began large-scale exports to Latin America, Africa, and ASEAN. 
Engineering goods exports surged—diesel engines, compressors, castings, earthmovers, 
power tools. India emerged as a major exporter of tractors to Africa, SAARC, and Europe.
•  Today’s India is a major exporter of Cars, two-wheelers, tractors, agri-machinery and even 
the latest EV scooters and cars to about 130 countries. 
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4. Pharmaceuticals and Healthcare

Achievements

Until the turn of the millennium, India was totally dependent upon import based Generic 
medicines, Vaccines, APIs, PPE Kits and surgical items. 

The game changer was the pandemic. India saw an opportunity in the crisis. 

•  India is the “Pharmacy of the World” by exporting homemade generic medicines; 
• India manufactures its own vaccines for DTP, Hepatitis B, Polio, MMR, Rotavirus, HPV, 
COVID-19 Vaccines. 
• India manufactures API, Biologics and Biosimilars; Ayurvedic, Herbal and Traditional 
Medicines; 
•  Exports diagnostic kits and medical kits too. 
•  Surgical and Hospital Disposables, Nutraceuticals etc.
•  3rd largest in volume, 10th in value globally;   Exports to Over 200+ countries

5. Textile and Apparels

Achievements

India emerged from a limited textile, quota based exporting country in 1970s  to WTO 
Agreement on Textiles & Clothing (2005), India emerged as a strong global exporter of 
ready-made garments. And thereafter India saw a  growth of home textiles, technical 
textiles, organic and bamboo fabrics; export diversification to USA, Bangladesh, UAE, UK, 
Germany, France.

•  Today’s India is exporting Textile and Apparels worth 35.1 billion USD (2023-24). 
•  Rise of alternative plant based fabric and apparels like bamboo, jute etc. 
•  India is the 2nd largest producer of textiles and garments globally (after China).
•  India has achieved 4% of global textile trade market, 7% of global apparel exports and 27% 
of global cotton production (ranking #1)
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Trupti Shah
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Land Borders of India

India shares extensive land borders with several neighboring countries—Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Pakistan, and China—making cross-border trade through road 
and rail not only feasible but highly strategic. As a rapidly growing economy and a central 
player in South Asia, India’s trade connectivity with these neighbors plays a crucial role in 
promoting regional integration, economic development, and geopolitical stability.

Road and rail-based trade corridors have emerged as effective and reliable alternatives 
to seaports and air cargo, especially for landlocked countries like Nepal and Bhutan, and 
for regional value chains involving small and medium enterprises. India’s well-developed 
logistics infrastructure and ongoing investments in cross-border infrastructure (like 
integrated check posts, dry ports, and multimodal hubs) are further enabling efficient and 
secure trade via land routes.

International Trade with Neighboring Countries via Road and Rail

Trade Knowledge - Importer Exporter Code
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Benefits of Trading with neighboring countries through Road and Rail routes
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Tamarind, often hailed as the “sour jewel” of the tropics, is far more than a culinary delight. 
This unique fruit, has long held a cherished place in kitchens, traditional medicine, and 
industries across Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Beyond its rich flavor and health benefits, 
tamarind has emerged as a powerful commodity in the global trade arena—thanks to its 
multifaceted applications and growing demand across sectors. India, the world’s largest 
producer and exporter of tamarind, supplies a wide spectrum of tamarind-based products 
including fresh and dried pods, deseeded pulp, tamarind paste, seed kernel powder, and 
tamarind-based concentrates.

Uses of Tamarind span across a variety of industries—from food and beverages to 
pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, textiles, and adhesives—positioning tamarind as a rare 
natural resource with both agro-economic and industrial value.

Product – Tamarind
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Introduction 

https://apeda.gov.in/
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Global Market Overview:
•  Market size : Approx. USD 1.2 billion in 2024, up ~12% from 2023 
• Tamarind extract segment : Valued at roughly USD 464 million in 2024, projected to 
reach USD 730 million by 2031 (CAGR ~6.7%) 
• Global CAGR: Market-wide growth forecast around 6–8%. 

•  It has a longer shelf Stability.
•  Can be used as required. 
•  Packaging is easier
•  Used widely in food procession and other industries

Most Exported Variety of Tamarind is the dried one. 

•  Regional expansion
    o  Asia Pacific leads with ~40–46% share in tamarind extract market 
    o  North America & Europe: ~20–25% (North America), ~20% (Europe) .

•  Segment growth
   o  Extract paste dominates (~60% share) 
   o Powder form holds approx. 68.6% of the extract market by value due to its industrial                       

versatility



Countries where Tamarind is Exported from India

•  Segment growth
   o  Extract paste dominates (~60% share) 
   o Powder form holds approx. 68.6% of the extract market by value due to its industrial                       
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• Tamarind Polysaccharide yields the highest profit margin on export, it can easily be      
between 150% to 200% 
•  Dry Tamarind has the a reasonable profit margin of around 50% to 70%. 
•  This product is low in cost and high in margin. 

1.  FIBC - PP bags with inner lining of LDPE
2.  UV treated Bags
3.  Moisture resistant bags
4.  Anti-Static bags
5.  Proper Labelling

Profitability

Packing and Packaging
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Andhra Pradesh  is a state on the east coast of southern India. 

It is the seventh-largest state and the tenth-most populous in the country. 
Straddling the Yamuna river, but spread chiefly to the west, or beyond its right bank, Delhi 
shares borders with the state of Uttar Pradesh in the east and with the state of Haryana in 
the remaining directions.
Andhra Pradesh shares borders with Odisha to the northeast, Chhattisgarh to the north, 
Karnataka to the southwest, Tamil Nadu to the south, Telangana to northwest and the Bay 
of Bengal to the east. 

It has the third-longest coastline in India at about 1,053 kilometres. 

It has a very important pilgrim site – 
Tirupati. 

Language – Telugu
Capital - Amravati Major Cities
• Vishakhapatnam
• Kakinada
• Vijayawada
• Guntoor
• Nellore
• Hyderabad, Tirupati
• Rajamundry

A.P. ranks 6th in Exports from India

State of India - Andhra Pradesh
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It has the third-longest coastline in India at about 1,053 
kilo meters, after Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.



Major Agricultural Products of A.P.
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Major Industries in U.P.
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G.I. tagged Products of A.P.
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A few G.I. tagged Products of A.P. 
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Custom Points in U.P.
A.P. is a Coastal State. 

Andhra Pradesh has a wide range of ODOP products 
(One District One Product)
Please check the ODOP list for Andhra Pradesh in 
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Sea Ports Interna�onal Airports Dry Ports
Vishakhapatnam (Major) Vishakhapatnam (Vizag) - main Vishakhapatnam

Gangavaram (non-Major) Tirupa� Kakinada

Krishnapatam (non-Major) Gannavaram Krishnapatnam

Kakinada (Non-Major) Guntur

Kakinada Anchorage (Non-Major) Sanathanagar (Hyderabad)

Customs Points in Andhra Pradesh



Andhra Pradesh has a wide range of ODOP products 
(One District One Product)
Please check the ODOP list for Andhra Pradesh in 
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Andhra Pradesh is dubbed as a "Rice Bowl" of India.
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Argentina Republic 

Argentina Republic is a country in the southern half of South America. 

Argentina is the second-largest country in South America after Brazil, the fourth-largest 
country in the Americas, and the eighth-largest country in the world. 

Argentina shares the bulk of the Southern Cone with Chile to the west, and is also bor-
dered by Bolivia and Paraguay to the north, Brazil to the northeast, Uruguay and the South 
Atlantic Ocean to the east, and the Drake Passage to the south.

Argentina claims sovereignty over the Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands, the Southern Patagonian Ice Field, and a part of Antarctica.

Argentina is a major non-NATO ally of the United States. 

Argentina is a developing country with the second-highest HDI (human development 
index) in Latin America after Chile. 

It maintains the second-largest economy in South America, and is a member of G-15 and G20. 

Argentina is also a founding member of the United Nations, World Bank, World Trade Organization, Mercos-
ur, Community of Latin American and Caribbean States and the Organization of Ibero-American States.

As a middle emerging economy and one of the world's top developing nations, it is a member of the G-20 
major economies.

Football (soccer) is a national obsession in Argentina, with legendary players like Maradona and Messi inspir-
ing a fervent following.

The national drink of Argentina is yerba mate, a traditional herbal tea sipped from a gourd with a metal 
straw.

Iguazu Falls, one of the world's largest waterfall systems, is located on the border between Argentina and 
Brazil. 

Argentina is known for its gaucho culture, with skilled horsemen and cowboys playing a signi�cant role in 
the country's heritage.
o  Service sector contributes around 53% to the GDP, 
o  manufacturing contributes about 25%, and 
o  agriculture around 6%. 

Argentina possesses unique features that signi�cantly contribute to its economy and development, 
•  vast fertile lands, 
•  abundant natural resources (especially in energy and mining), 
•  a diversi�ed industrial base, and a 
•  strong agricultural sector. 

These factors, coupled with a high level of human development, position Argentina for continued growth 
and economic advancement
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To Export to Argentina contact:

Trade between India and Argentina 
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1) Argentina Customs – https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/argentina-
customs-regulations

2) Argentina's foreign trade statistics is INDEC (Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Censos), 
the country's national statistics institute. – www.indec.gob.ar

Trade is growing between India and Argentina at 9.9% in the past five years. 

3) Indian Embassy in Buenos Aires – https://www.indembarg.gov.in/

India Exports worth 1.4 Billion USD
Argentina Exports worth 2.62 Billion USD
India remains Trade Deficit with Argentina
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1. India Argentina Business Council – https://www.indembarg.gov.in/page/india-
argentina-business-council-iabc/
2. Argentina Trade Association  – http://www.cac.com.ar

4. Union Industrial Argentina - https://uia.org.ar/en/

5. Argentina Importers and Exporters Association

6. India – Argentina Business Council

7. The Argentina Chamber of Commerce

8. World Trade Center Rosario

3. Argentine Importers and Exporters Association 



Sea Ports in Argentina 
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Question Answer

Answer:

Coffee, tobacco, sugar cane, sisal, cotton, coconut, bananas, palm oil, areca nut, tea, 
cocoa, sugar cane, sisal, oil seeds, oil palms, fruits, rubber trees and forest trees are 
some of the examples of plantation crops.
Yes, one can export the plantation products. You can check the export policy from
www.indiantradeportal.in

Visit www.mpeda.gov.in

Question 1 : What are plantation products?Can I export these products? 
                            Jayanth M.S., Vijaywada, A.P.
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Answer:

All marine products, products from lake or river or sea are under Marine Products Export 
Development Board – MPEDA

All marine products, products from lake or river or sea are under Marine Products Export 
Development Board – MPEDA

Question 2 : Does mud crab fall under MPEDA or Shefexcil Export Promotion 
                             Bodies? Rajib Mohan, Kolkata, West Bengal



Question 4 : In which countries are Indian population more? Megharaj 
                              Sinha, Bhubaneshwar, Orrisa

Answer

We give a table of top 16 countries with large number of India Diaspora. You can export 
Indian Traditional products to cater to the Indians living abroad. 
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Question 3 : What types of Scrap is imported in India? And where can we
                              import from?  Shantanu K. Chaubey, Meerut, U.P.







Exporters CornerExporters' Corner
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Palak Desai
From - Surat

Product - Textile-Export
Exported Country - Africa

Ravi Ghorecha
From - Rajkot

Product - Chemicalas, Tomato - Export
Exported Country - Philippines, Qatar

Ashwin Acharya
From - Hyderabad

Product - Onion - Export
Exported Country - Dubai

Mukhtar Alam
From - Kolkata

Product - Apples (Import)
Country - Turkey

Shubham Singh
From - Ahmedabad

Product - Onion- Export
Exported Country - Dubai

Hiren Mandaliya
From - Ahmedabad
Product - Bearings

Exported Country - USA,Germany,
Italy,Russia

Vishal Anuvadiya
From - Jamnagar

Product - Fabricated Metals
Exported Country - Russia

Ayush Jain
From - Indore

Product - Agro Product
Exported Country - USA

Saurabh Gupta
From - Delhi

Product - Stainless Still
Country - China

Abhishek Khsirsagar
From - Solapur-Maharashtra

Product - Blankets
Exported Country - Dubai
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Student 
Placements by 

iiiEM

Swapnil Nimje
GMG Technotrade -Nagpur Accumax Lab Devices -

Ahmedabad
Designation - EXIM Officer

Mihir Prajapati

Designation - 
Trainee Logistics

Manivenkatesh.R
Matrix Exports India - Bangalore

Designation - Trainee-Export Import

Ajit Damodaran
Zayn Perfumes - Ahmedabad

Designation - International 
Sales Executive

Smit Lad
TransAsia Shhipping Pvt.Ltd. - Surat
Designation - Trainee-Export Import
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iiiEM offers a lot of Support Services – Lifetime Free – for the Participants and associates.
 
We reply, gather, save, compile and analyze the data. This analysis helps us in addressing 
the students’ needs, improving our deliverables and services.
 
We bring for you here the Analytical reports of the iiiEM Free Lifetime Services for
the month.

iiiEM Support Services Analysis








