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Forward

Sourcing Guide: State-wise Special Edition

India’s export strength is not built in one city or one port — it is 
powered by the distinct industrial identities of its states. From 
engineering clusters in western India to textile belts in the south, 
from agri-produce heartlands in the north to mineral-rich eastern 
corridors, every state contributes a unique sourcing advantage to 
global trade.

This Special State-wise Sourcing Guide by Prarambh is designed 
to help importers, exporters, buying houses, and trade 
professionals understand where to source what within India.

India today stands among the world’s fastest-growing export 
economies, supported by proactive policies from the Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade, facilitation through Indian Customs 
Electronic Gateway (ICEGATE), and promotion by the Federation 
of Indian Export Organisations. Yet, the real competitive edge lies 
deeper — in the state-level specializations, clusters, skills, and 
raw-material ecosystems that make India a sourcing 
powerhouse.

For an international buyer, knowing India is not enough. Knowing 
the right Indian state is the real key to efficient sourcing.

This edition maps:

 • Major export products of each state 
 • Industrial clusters and specialties 
 • Natural resource advantages 
 • MSME and artisan strengths 
 • Port connectivity and logistics advantages 
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Whether you are sourcing engineering goods, textiles, food products, 
chemicals, handicrafts, or machinery, this guide will help you identify 
the most suitable Indian state for your requirement.

Here we also give you a graphical representation of exports from each 
State of India. Enjoy the diverse world of India.

Prarambh has always aimed to simplify foreign trade for professionals. 
With this special edition, we take you one step further — from knowing 
India as an exporter to knowing India state by state as a sourcing 
destination.

Welcome to the State-wise Sourcing Map of India.

Trupti Shah 

Editor Prarambh
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From the Desk of the CMD

Importance of Right Sourcing 
Before Export

Dear Readers,

In international trade, success does 
not begin at the port. It begins at the 
source.

For every exporter, the real competitive 
advantage is not only in finding buyers 
abroad, but in finding the right 
products from the right place within 
India. The strength of Indian exports 
lies deeply rooted in its districts, clusters, traditional skills, 
raw-material belts, and specialized manufacturing towns.

With national initiatives like One District One Product and 
recognition of unique regional specialties through Geographical 
Indications in India, India has created a powerful map for 
exporters to identify authentic, high-quality, and globally 
competitive products directly from their origins.

Yet, many exporters still depend on traders, intermediaries, or 
random markets without realizing that:

 • The best quality often comes directly from the cluster   
  where the product is traditionally made 
 • The best price is available when sourcing from the 
  production district 

Dipak Sudhir Manohar
(Founder & Director - iiiEM)
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 • The most consistent supply comes from established 
  manufacturing towns 
 • The highest authenticity is found in G.I. tagged regions 
 • The widest product range exists within ODOP districts 

This Special Edition of Prarambh has been created with a clear purpose 
— to help exporters, importers, buying houses, and sourcing 
professionals connect directly with India’s true production ecosystem.

In this edition, we take you beyond state names and show you:

 • Which district is known for which product 
 • Which cluster manufactures at scale 
 • Which town has traditional expertise 
 • Which products carry G.I. recognition 
 • Which districts are identified under ODOP for focused 
  promotion 

Because in exports, what you source and where you source from 
determines:

 • Your quality
 • Your price competitiveness
 • Your reliability
 • Your brand value in international markets

India is not just one sourcing market — it is thousands of specialized 
sourcing hubs spread across its districts.

This guide is an effort to bring those hubs to your desk.

I invite you to explore this State-wise Sourcing Guide and discover how 
the right sourcing decision can transform your export journey.

Warm Regards

Dipak Sudhir Manohar
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Gujarat stands out as India’s manufacturing and petrochemical 
powerhouse, contributing a significant share to India’s overall exports. 
Gujarat is India’s leading export hub, contributing nearly 25–28% of the 
country’s total exports. It is globally renowned for its chemical, 
pharmaceutical, diamond polishing, and petroleum product industries, 
supported by some of the largest ports such as Mundra and Kandla. The 
state’s proactive industrial policies, Special Economic Zones (SEZs), and 
strong entrepreneurial infrastructure make it a preferred hub for global 
trade. Gujarat’s products, such as polished diamonds, petrochemicals, and 
pharmaceuticals, are recognized internationally for their quality and 
competitiveness, reinforcing India’s position in high-value export markets.

Top Exporting States of India
Products and Sourcing Guide

Gujarat
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Maharashtra

Maharashtra is India’s financial and commercial capital, with Mumbai 
hosting the Reserve Bank of India, Bombay Stock Exchange, and major 
corporate headquarters, giving the state unmatched economic influence. 
Maharashtra accounts for about 20–22% of India’s total exports. Its export 
strength lies in automobiles, engineering goods, gems and jewellery, textiles, 
and IT services. Maharashtra’s ports — Nhava Sheva (JNPT) and Mumbai 
Port — serve as crucial gateways for India’s containerized exports. The state’s 
industries focus heavily on quality, technology, and innovation, which is why 
Maharashtra consistently attracts foreign investors and buyers, particularly 
in engineering and auto sectors. Its economic leadership ensures strong 
global visibility for Indian products. 

A Special Edition 2026
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Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu is unique as India’s industrial and electronic export hub, 
combining traditional strengths with modern industries. Tamil Nadu has  a 
unique mix of traditional and modern industries It leads in automobile and 
auto components, textiles (particularly knitwear from Tiruppur and home 
textiles from Karur), leather products, and rapidly growing electronics 
manufacturing (especially smartphones). The state is also famous for 
high-quality, GI-tagged traditional products such as Kanchipuram silk sarees 
and Madurai Sungudi, showcasing India’s cultural heritage alongside 
industrial excellence. The state is also home to several GI-tagged products 
like Kanchipuram silk sarees and Madurai Sungudi, giving it a cultural edge in 
exports. 
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DID YOU KNOW?“
”

Tamil Nadu is often referred to as the “Land of Temples.” 
The state has over 33,000 temples, many of which date 

back centuries.

A Special Edition 2026



”

14For Educational Purposes Only An Initiative by iiiEM 

Karnataka

Karnataka plays a vital role in India’s economy through its diverse industrial 
base, technological innovation, and strong export performance. The state is 
known as the technology and knowledge capital of India, with Bengaluru 
leading in IT, biotechnology, aerospace, and electronics manufacturing. 
Beyond technology, Karnataka is also a major exporter of coffee, spices, silk, 
engineering goods, readymade garments, and marine products, contributing 
significantly to India’s foreign exchange earnings. Its rich natural resources, 
skilled workforce, and well-developed infrastructure, including ports like 
Mangaluru, make it a dynamic hub for both traditional and high-tech 
industries. Karnataka’s balanced growth across agriculture, manufacturing, 
and services continues to make it a key driver of India’s economic and export 
strength.

A Special Edition 2026
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Uttar Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh is one of India’s most significant manufacturing and export-
oriented states, with strengths spanning handicrafts, textiles, leather 
products, carpets, brassware, and agro-products. Cities like Kanpur, Agra, 
Varanasi, and Moradabad serve as major export hubs, producing high-
quality goods that are recognized globally. The state contributes substantially 
to India’s foreign exchange earnings, employment generation, and industrial 
output. Its rich heritage in GI-tagged products such as Banarasi sarees, 
Lucknow Chikan embroidery, Moradabad brassware, and Agra Petha 
enhances its global market appeal. By combining traditional craftsmanship 
with modern manufacturing clusters, Uttar Pradesh plays a crucial role in 
strengthening India’s economy and maintaining its competitive edge in 
global trade.    
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DID YOU KNOW?“
”

Uttar Pradesh is the largest meat producing, 
processing and exporting state of India.
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Andhra Pradesh

Andhra Pradesh is a key contributor to India’s economy, with strengths in 
marine products, aquaculture, agro-processing, textiles, handlooms, and 
engineering goods. Coastal cities like Visakhapatnam, Nellore, Guntur, and 
Krishna serve as major export hubs, especially for frozen shrimp, seafood, rice, 
chillies, and handloom textiles. The state’s rich portfolio of GI-tagged 
products such as Tirupati Laddu, Machilipatnam Kalamkari, Kondapalli toys, 
and Banganapalle mangoes enhances its global recognition. By combining 
traditional crafts with modern industry and port-based trade, Andhra 
Pradesh significantly contributes to India’s foreign exchange earnings, 
employment generation, and export competitiveness.

A Special Edition 2026
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Telangana

Telangana, one of India’s youngest states, has rapidly emerged as a major 
contributor to the nation’s economy through its strong industrial base, robust 
IT sector, and thriving agricultural production. The state’s capital, Hyderabad, 
is a global hub for information technology, pharmaceuticals, and 
biotechnology, housing leading companies such as Microsoft, Amazon, 
Dr. Reddy’s, and Bharat Biotech. Telangana is also a significant producer of 
agricultural commodities like rice, cotton, and maize, supported by extensive 
irrigation networks such as the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project. The state 
has shown impressive growth in exports, particularly in software services, 
pharmaceuticals, and engineering goods. Telangana consistently ranks 
among the top states in ease of doing business and contributes substantially 
to India’s GDP, exports, and employment generation.

A Special Edition 2026
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West Bengal

West Bengal, located in the eastern part of India, is one of the country’s most 
diverse and dynamic economies, contributing significantly to India’s trade, 
industry, and agriculture. The state serves as a vital gateway to Northeast 
India and neighboring countries like Bangladesh, Nepal, and Bhutan, making 
it a strategic hub for international trade through the Kolkata and Haldia ports. 
West Bengal is a leading producer and exporter of tea, jute, leather goods, 
seafood, and handicrafts, with world-renowned products such as Darjeeling 
Tea, Murshidabad Silk, Bankura Terracotta, and Santiniketan Leather holding 
G.I. recognition. The state also plays a vital role in India’s agricultural output, 
being a top producer of rice, fish, and fruits like mango and pineapple. 
Its capital, Kolkata, is an important industrial and financial center housing 
sectors like engineering, IT, petrochemicals, and leather processing. 
West Bengal continues to be a major contributor to India’s GDP and export 
growth, bridging tradition with modern industry. 
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DID YOU KNOW?“
”

West Bengal is the leading producer of jute in India, 
contributing signify-acantly to the economy.
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Haryana

Haryana, one of India’s most industrially advanced and agriculturally 
prosperous states, plays a vital role in strengthening the nation’s economy. 
Strategically located in the National Capital Region (NCR), Haryana serves as 
a major manufacturing and export hub, housing world-class industrial 
clusters in Gurugram, Faridabad, Panipat, Sonipat, and Ambala. The state 
contributes significantly to India’s automobile, engineering, textiles, and IT 
sectors, with Gurugram alone emerging as a global center for automotive and 
IT services. In agriculture, Haryana has been a key contributor to India’s food 
security through its high productivity in rice, wheat, and dairy products-
earning it the title of “Green Land of India.” The state’s emphasis on rural 
development, industrial modernization, and ease of doing business has 
attracted substantial domestic and foreign investment. Haryana continues to 
bolster India’s manufacturing strength and export competitiveness, making it 
a crucial pillar in the country’s economic growth story.
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Odissa

Odisha, situated on India’s eastern coast, plays a vital role in strengthening the 
country’s industrial and export economy. Endowed with abundant mineral 
resources such as iron ore, bauxite, coal, and chromite, the state contributes 
significantly to India’s steel, aluminium, and energy sectors. 
Industrial hubs like Angul, Jharsuguda, Rourkela, and Jajpur have attracted major 
investments from leading manufacturing and metallurgical companies, positioning 
Odisha as a powerhouse of heavy industry. With strategic maritime infrastructure 
including Paradip, Dhamra, and Gopalpur ports, the state serves as a critical export 
gateway for minerals, metals, marine products, and petrochemicals. 
Odisha’s agriculture and fisheries sectors also add to its export strength, with 
marine products like shrimp and fish being in high demand globally. 
Moreover, its rich handicraft and handloom heritage—exemplified by Sambalpuri 
sarees, Pipli applique, and Cuttack filigree—contributes to India’s cultural economy 
and rural livelihoods. 
Through continuous industrialization, infrastructure growth, and diversification into 
renewable energy and food processing, Odisha is emerging as a key driver of India’s 
manufacturing, export, and overall economic growth.
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DID YOU KNOW?“
”

Most missiles of India are tested on the wheeler island of 
Odisha. Some famous missiles are the Agni missile, Akash 

missile, and Prithvi missile.
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Madhya Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh, often called the “Heart of India,” plays a vital role in the 
nation’s economic growth through its rich natural resources, strong indus-
trial base, and robust agricultural output. 
The state is one of India’s leading producers of soybean, pulses, wheat, and 
oilseeds, contributing significantly to the country’s food and edible oil 
security. With abundant mineral reserves, it also supports India’s mining 
and manufacturing sectors, producing manganese, limestone, coal, and 
bauxite. Industrially, Madhya Pradesh has become a hub for 
pharmaceuticals, auto components, engineering goods, textiles, and 
processed foods, supported by industrial corridors like Pithampur, 
Mandideep, and Malanpur. Its strategic central location enables seamless 
connectivity for exports across India and to global markets through nearby 
ports. The state’s ODOP (One District One Product) initiative and focus on 
agro-based and MSME industries have further enhanced employment and 
rural enterprise. With exports exceeding ₹66,000 crore in FY 2024–25, and 
major markets including the USA, Bangladesh, France, and the UAE, 
Madhya Pradesh continues to strengthen India’s export competitiveness 
and contribute meaningfully to national GDP growth.
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Rajasthan
Rajasthan, the largest state of India by land area, is known for its rich cultural 
heritage, royal history, and diverse geography ranging from the Thar Desert to 
fertile agricultural belts. Beyond tourism and heritage, Rajasthan plays a sig-
nificant role in strengthening the Indian economy through its strong industrial, 
agricultural, and mineral base. 
The state is India’s largest producer of marble, sandstone, and limestone and 
is home to rich reserves of zinc, gypsum, copper, and lignite, making it one of 
the nation’s key contributors to the mining and mineral sector. 
Rajasthan is also a major hub for textiles, gems and jewellery, handicrafts, 
blue pottery, carpets, leather goods, and block-printed fabrics, supplying 
both domestic and international markets. 
The state has emerged as a leading center for renewable energy, especially 
solar and wind power, supporting India’s clean energy transition. With rapidly 
developing infrastructure, industrial corridors, logistics parks, and export-
oriented clusters, Rajasthan continues to boost trade and investment, 
contributing substantially to national GDP, employment generation, and 
export growth
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30For Educational Purposes Only An Initiative by iiiEM 
A Special Edition 2026



31For Educational Purposes Only An Initiative by iiiEM 

Delhi

Delhi, officially the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi, is a Union Territory 
with a special constitutional status, administered jointly by an elected 
government and the Central Government of India. As the political, 
administrative, and diplomatic capital of the country, Delhi plays a strategic 
role in shaping national policy, governance, and international relations. 
Economically, Delhi is one of India’s most productive urban economies, 
consistently ranking among the top contributors to India’s GDP despite its 
small geographical size. The city is a powerhouse of the services sector, driven 
by trade, finance, real estate, IT-enabled services, tourism, and professional 
services, while also serving as a major trade and distribution hub for 
North India. Delhi acts as a command-and-control center for domestic and 
international trade. Its vibrant MSME base, wholesale markets, and export-
oriented enterprises significantly support India’s export ecosystem, making 
Delhi not just the seat of governance, but also a critical engine of India’s 
economic growth and global integration.
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Kerala

Kerala, located in the southwestern tip of India along the Malabar Coast, is 
renowned for its high human development indicators, literacy rate, and health 
infrastructure. Economically, Kerala plays a unique role in India’s economy 
with a strong emphasis on services, agriculture, and remittances. The state is 
a major contributor to India’s tourism sector, attracting domestic and 
international tourists to its backwaters, hill stations, and cultural festivals. 
Kerala is also famous for the export of spices (like black pepper, cardamom, 
and nutmeg), coir products, cashew nuts, coffee, and marine products, which 
support both small-scale and large-scale industries. Remittances from the 
large Malayali diaspora, particularly in the Middle East, significantly boost the 
state’s economy, enabling higher household incomes and consumption. 
Additionally, Kerala has a growing IT and knowledge-based services sector, 
with hubs in Kochi and Thiruvananthapuram. Overall, Kerala contributes to 
India’s agricultural exports, services exports, and foreign exchange inflow, 
while also serving as a model for social development.
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Punjab

Located in the fertile plains of northwestern India, Punjab is celebrated as the 
country’s breadbasket and a cornerstone of India’s agricultural prosperity. 
Bordered by Pakistan, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and Haryana, 
Punjab’s landscape is nourished by the rivers of the Indus system, creating ideal 
conditions for intensive farming and a vibrant rural economy.
Punjab played a pivotal role in India’s Green Revolution, becoming a leading 
producer of wheat and rice, alongside maize, cotton, sugarcane, fruits, and 
vegetables. This strong agricultural base supports a large food-processing sector 
and a steady stream of agro-exports. The state is also known for dairy, poultry, and 
fisheries, adding diversity to its farm economy.
Beyond agriculture, Punjab has a robust industrial presence in textiles, hosiery, 
bicycles, sports goods, hand tools, and light engineering—especially around cities 
like Ludhiana, Jalandhar, and Amritsar. Its rich cultural heritage is reflected in hand-
icrafts such as phulkari embroidery, Punjabi juttis, and traditional foods that enjoy 
strong domestic and international appeal.
With excellent road and rail connectivity, proximity to international borders, and a 
long tradition of trade and entrepreneurship, Punjab remains a key contributor to 
India’s food security, manufacturing strength, and export potential—where 
agriculture, industry, and culture combine to form a dynamic economic
landscape.
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Goa
Goa is one of India’s smallest yet economically significant coastal states, located on 
the western coast along the Arabian Sea. Known globally for its tourism appeal, Goa 
has a well-diversified economy supported by tourism, mining, fisheries, and 
agriculture.
From an economic perspective, Goa plays a strategic role due to its strong maritime 
infrastructure, especially the presence of Mormugao Port, one of India’s key ports for 
handling bulk cargo such as iron ore and other minerals. Historically, Goa has been 
a major exporter of iron ore, contributing to India’s mineral exports.
In addition to mining, the state is a leading producer and exporter of cashew nuts, 
marine products, coconut-based products, and spices, making it an important 
player in India’s agri and food export sector. The tourism industry also significantly 
contributes to foreign exchange earnings, attracting international visitors and 
boosting service exports.
Overall, Goa’s importance in the Indian economy lies in its port-led trade, 
export-oriented agro-processing industries, and strong tourism-driven service 
sector, making it a vital contributor despite its small geographical size.
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Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh is a mineral-rich, landlocked state located in central India, 
formed in the year 2000. It is widely regarded as one of the country’s most 
resource-abundant regions, playing a crucial role in India’s industrial and 
energy sectors.
Economically, Chhattisgarh is known as the “Power Hub of India” due to its 
significant contribution to electricity generation, supported by vast reserves 
of coal. The state holds a prominent position in core industries such as steel, 
cement, and aluminum, driven by the availability of key minerals like iron ore, 
coal, and bauxite. Major industrial clusters in cities like Raipur, Bhilai, and 
Korba strengthen its contribution to India’s manufacturing output.
Chhattisgarh also has a strong base in agriculture and forest produce, with 
rice being the primary crop, earning it the title of the “Rice Bowl of India.” 
Additionally, the state is emerging as an exporter of minor forest produce, 
herbal products, and tribal handicrafts, including the famous Bastar metal 
crafts.
Overall, the importance of Chhattisgarh in the Indian economy lies in its 
mineral wealth, energy production, and growing industrial base, making it a 
backbone for infrastructure development and industrial growth in the 
country.
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Bihar

Bihar is an agrarian and historically significant state located in eastern India, 
known for its fertile plains nourished by the Ganges river system. With a large 
population and a strong agricultural base, Bihar plays an important role in 
India’s rural economy and food production.
Economically, Bihar is a major producer of crops such as rice, wheat, maize, 
and pulses, along with high-value horticultural products like litchi, makhana 
(foxnuts), and mangoes. The state has gained recognition for premium 
agricultural exports, especially the Shahi Litchi and Makhana, which have 
strong demand in international markets.
In addition to agriculture, Bihar has a rich tradition of handicrafts and textiles, 
including Madhubani Painting and Bhagalpuri silk, contributing to both 
domestic and export markets. The state is also gradually developing its 
infrastructure with projects like inland container depots and improved 
connectivity, enhancing its export potential.
Overall, Bihar’s importance in the Indian economy lies in its agricultural 
strength, emerging agro-based exports, and traditional artisan industries, 
making it a key contributor to India’s food security and rural economic 
development.
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Himachal Pradesh

Nestled in the western Himalayas, Himachal Pradesh is renowned for its 
pristine mountains, temperate climate, rich biodiversity, and deeply rooted 
craft traditions. Bordered by Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Punjab, Haryana, and 
Uttarakhand, the state’s varied altitude—from lush valleys to cold 
deserts—creates ideal conditions for horticulture, specialty agriculture, and 
high-value natural produce.
Himachal Pradesh is widely recognized for its apples, stone fruits, off-season 
vegetables, tea, honey, rajma, and chilgoza (pine nuts), alongside celebrated 
handicrafts such as Kullu shawls and Chamba rumal embroidery. Several of 
these enjoy Geographical Indication status, strengthening the state’s identity 
in premium domestic and export markets. The combination of clean air, 
glacier-fed water, and traditional low-chemical farming practices lends 
a natural advantage to its agri-produce, while strong handloom and 
handicraft heritage supports a parallel non-agri economy.
With improving road connectivity, cold-chain infrastructure, food processing 
clusters, and tourism linkages, Himachal Pradesh has emerged as a reliable 
sourcing hub for niche, high-quality products. The state represents a blend of 
ecology, economy, and culture—offering exporters opportunities in both 
specialty foods and heritage crafts backed by strong regional branding.
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Jharkhand

Rich in forests, minerals, and tribal heritage, Jharkhand is one of India’s most 
resource-endowed states. Carved out of Bihar in 2000, Jharkhand sits on the 
Chota Nagpur Plateau and is known for its dense woodland, waterfalls, and a 
large population of indigenous communities whose traditions shape the 
state’s cultural identity.
Economically, Jharkhand is a powerhouse of minerals and metallurgy, 
hosting major steel, coal, and power industries around cities like 
Jamshedpur, Dhanbad, and the capital Ranchi. Alongside heavy industry, 
the state has a vibrant forest-based economy that produces lac, tasar silk, 
honey, tamarind, sal leaves, and other non-timber forest produce with strong 
potential for value addition and exports.
Jharkhand’s artistic legacy is equally distinctive, reflected in tribal art forms 
such as Sohrai and Khovar paintings, bamboo crafts, and handloom 
traditions. With growing focus on ODOP clusters, GI recognition for tribal art, 
and increasing interest in natural and forest-origin products, Jharkhand is 
emerging as a promising sourcing hub that blends industrial strength with 
rich ecological and cultural resources.
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Sikkim

Tucked away in the eastern Himalayas, Sikkim is one of India’s smallest yet 
most distinctive states, celebrated for its pristine ecology, mountain 
landscapes, and progressive approach to sustainable development. 
Bordered by Nepal, Bhutan, and Tibet (China), Sikkim holds immense 
strategic importance while preserving a rich blend of Lepcha, Bhutia, 
and Nepali cultural traditions.
Sikkim is globally recognized as India’s first fully organic state, where 
agriculture is practiced without chemical fertilizers or pesticides. This gives its 
produce—such as large cardamom, ginger, turmeric, buckwheat, oranges, 
and specialty chillies—a premium identity in domestic and international 
markets. Several of these products carry Geographical Indication status, 
strengthening Sikkim’s brand as a source of high-value, natural foods.
Beyond agriculture, Sikkim is known for its handloom, handicrafts, thangka 
paintings, carpets, and finely crafted wooden furniture, reflecting deep 
artisanal skills linked to its cultural heritage and tourism economy. With 
improving connectivity, eco-tourism, and a strong emphasis on 
sustainability, Sikkim stands out as a model state where ecology, culture, 
and niche export potential come together harmoniously.
Sikkim is the Brother State of the Seven Sisters (North Eastern 7 States). 
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North Eastern States of India (Seven Sisters)

The North-East Region of India—popularly known as the Seven Sisters along 
with Sikkim—is one of the most ecologically rich, culturally vibrant, and 
strategically significant parts of the country. Comprising Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and Sikkim, this 
region shares international borders with Bhutan, China, Myanmar, and 
Bangladesh, making it India’s gateway to Southeast Asia under the Act East 
Policy.
Blessed with the mighty Brahmaputra basin, dense forests, high rainfall, fertile 
valleys, and pristine hills, the region is a powerhouse of organic agriculture, 
spices, horticulture, tea, bamboo, handloom, and handicrafts. It is home to 
globally renowned products such as Assam tea, Muga silk, Lakadong 
turmeric, Chak-hao black rice, Naga mircha, large cardamom, and several 
citrus and pineapple varieties—many of which carry GI tags and are identified 
under the ODOP initiative for export promotion.
Culturally, the North-East represents extraordinary ethnic diversity, traditional 
knowledge systems, and artisanal skills reflected in its textiles, bamboo crafts, 
and food heritage. Economically, while the overall export volumes are modest 
compared to larger Indian states, the region holds immense niche export 
potential in high-value, low-volume products that are in demand in premium 
international markets.
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Union Territories (without Delhi)

India’s Union Territories (UTs) are unique administrative regions governed 
directly by the Union Government, created for strategic, cultural, geographic, 
and administrative reasons. Unlike states, UTs may not have full legislative 
powers, and many are administered through a Lieutenant Governor or 
Administrator appointed by the President of India. Despite their smaller size, 
UTs play an outsized role in India’s governance, security, heritage, tourism, 
and niche economic activities.
From the island ecosystems of Andaman & Nicobar Islands and 
Lakshadweep, to the national capital territory of Delhi, and the culturally rich 
enclaves of Puducherry, each UT represents a distinct identity within the 
Indian Union. The industrial townships of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & 
Diu and the planned city of Chandigarh contribute through manufacturing 
and services, while the Himalayan regions of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
are strategically vital and known for their rich handicrafts, horticulture, and 
tourism.
Economically, UTs contribute through specialized sectors such as tourism, 
fisheries, handicrafts, horticulture, small-scale manufacturing, and services. 
Many UTs are home to GI-tagged products, traditional crafts, and 
district-specific ODOP items that hold strong potential for niche exports and 
branding in international markets. Their ports, coastal access, and proximity 
to international sea lanes further enhance India’s maritime presence and 
trade logistics.

A Special Edition 2026



47For Educational Purposes Only An Initiative by iiiEM 
A Special Edition 2026



Special Edition�


